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WELCOMING REVEREND DR.
CHRISTOPHER D. GIRATA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. HENSARLING) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, it is
my true honor to introduce and recog-
nize our guest chaplain today, Father
Chris Girata. I am honored because he
is my rector, the rector of Saint Mi-
chael and All Angels Episcopal Church
in Dallas, Texas, where my family and
I have worshipped for over 20 years.

Although he has been our rector for
only a little over a year, Father Girata
has brought a renewed spirituality and
passion to our parish. His enthusiasm
for God’s Word and will is infectious to
us all. His sense of humor always
brightens our day, and he leads by ex-
ample.

As one parishioner put it, Mr. Speak-
er: ““He is a true voice for the powerless
and poor and is constantly challenging
us to even better walk as Christ did.”
And whether it is through our service
at the Jubilee Park and Community
Center in South Dallas, the millions in
charity provided through the St. Mi-
chael’s Woman’s Exchange, or any of
the other ministries or outreach
projects of our parish, under Father
Chris Girata, Saint Michael is more
humbly and effectively serving God’s
children.

And as we do, Father Girata leads us
not to just serve our neighbors’ phys-
ical needs, but to serve their spiritual
needs as well. I am grateful that his
prayer and his example could be shared
with the House today.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, October 25, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on Oc-
tober 25, 2017, at 9:07 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 226.

That the Senate passed S. 1766.

That the Senate concur in the House of
Representatives amendment to the Senate
amendment to the bill H.R. 2266.

That the Senate agree to without amend-
ment H.J. Res. 111.

Appointments:

United States Holocaust Memorial Coun-
cil.

Western Hemisphere Drug Policy Commis-
sion.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1l-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

———
LIBERATION OF MARAWI,
PHILIPPINES
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, sadly, radical Islamic terror-
ists continue their assault on innocent
victims across the world.

This month, there were ISIS-inspired
knife attacks in France and Canada, as
well as the surprise attack in Niger,
with mass murders of worshippers at
mosques in Kabul.

Gratefully, there are victories over
the terrorists, such as the recent lib-
eration of Raqqa, Syria, and now in the
Philippines.

Congratulations to the people of the
Philippines, successfully led by Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte and their coura-
geous military, on the recent libera-
tion of Marawi from ISIS militants.

Marawi is the capital city of over
200,000 citizens in the province of
Lanao del Sur on the island of
Mindanao, which has been under ISIS
control since the end of May. Innocent
families were persecuted in this mur-
derous occupation.

While liberating Marawi from ISIS
control is a milestone in combatting
global terrorism, this fight is far from
finished. We must be successful to de-
feat the terrorists overseas to protect
American families at home.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

URGE IMMEDIATE PASSAGE OF
THE DREAM ACT

(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge the immediate passage of
the Dream Act to bring certainty to
the more than 10,000 DREAMers in Or-
egon and DREAMers across the coun-
try.

I have met with DREAMers in my
State of Oregon, and tearing them
away from their lives would be a tre-
mendous loss for our communities.
DREAMers like Daniel, a dedicated
second grade teacher, DACA allowed
him to come out of the shadows and
give back to his community.

But with President Trump ending
DACA, Daniel is rightly anxious about
his future. He worries about the effect
on his students if he is forced to leave
abruptly in the middle of the school
year.

When we threaten DREAMers, we put
their futures at risk, but we also risk
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harming the many people who rely on
them, like Daniel’s students.

Mr. Speaker, we must work together
and pass the Dream Act immediately.
We just pledged, ‘‘with liberty and jus-
tice for all.” Let’s bring justice to the
DREAMers and pass the Dream Act.

———

PREVENTING TAX-FREE BONDS
FROM GOING TO ABORTION PRO-
VIDERS

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, today
I introduce the No Abortion Bonds Act,
to end Federal tax-exempt bonds that
support abortion providers.

Under a loophole in the current law,
cities, counties, and States can issue
Federal tax-free bonds to finance con-
struction of abortion clinics.

In 2012, the New York City govern-
ment issued a tax-free $15 million bond
for a $30 million renovation of Planned
Parenthood’s national headquarters,
which was subsequently sold 3 years
later for $60 million. In 2007, Sarasota
County, Florida, floated an $8 million
tax-free bond to pay for a Planned Par-
enthood abortion clinic.

These tax-free bonds are intended to
finance schools, hospitals, infrastruc-
ture—not abortion clinics.

The No Abortion Bonds Act has over
30 bipartisan cosponsors and is en-
dorsed by Americans United for Life,
Susan B. Anthony List, National Right
to Life, March for Life, the Family
Policy Alliance, and the Eagle Forum.

Please join me today in applying the
spirit of the Hyde amendment to the
Tax Code by preventing tax-free bonds
from going to abortion providers.

——

MEDICARE BUY-IN OPTION

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, Medicare is the best public
option that already exists to improve
the Affordable Care Act and to provide
immediate relief to Americans on the
individual market.

Next week, the Nation’s State insur-
ance commissioners will make public
insurers’ price gouging increases for
next year, including a 60 percent in-
crease in Georgia, a 50 percent increase
in Florida, and the remaining States
up to a 50 percent 1-year increase.

A Medicare buy-in option for younger
Americans is the only hedge against
these price spikes that every American
will look to Congress for relief from.
Congress has been negligent in their 7-
year near obsession with repeal and re-
place. You can no longer blame
ObamacCare.

Mr. Speaker, I urge every Member of
Congress to support the Medicare Buy-
in and Healthcare Stabilization Act
and Medicare X legislation. It is time
to unleash the market power of Medi-
care to lower costs, improve quality,
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